Apoptosis in fimbriae of fallopian tubes and endometrium in pyoinflammatory adnexal diseases.
In patients with pyoinflammatory adnexal diseases moderate or intense DNA degradation was observed in the majority of epithelial, stromal, and inflammatory infiltration cell in inflammatory foci in the fimbrial compartment of fallopian tubes without signs of tissue destruction. Expression of TNFR1 gene increased 2.7-fold and expression of Fas gene decreased 3.1-fold compared to intact endosalpinx, which indicates induction of apoptosis triggered by tumor necrosis factor-alpha and inhibition of the Fas-dependent pathway. No signs of apoptosis were detected in the endometrium. Generalized apoptosis in the fimbrial compartment of the tubes can be a mechanism limiting the inflammatory process.